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ATTENDANCE
Attendance is currently 96.05%, but we 

need your support as parents to improve 
punctuality as a number of children are 

arriving late in the mornings. 

RECEPTION
This half term in Reception we have been learning 
all about space. As part of this topic the children 
were able to create their own aliens and write all 
about them. We worked really hard to make sure 
we used our phonic knowledge to sound out the 
words. We have enjoyed reading books including 
“Beegu” and “Whatever Next”. 

In maths we have started to learn how to subtract 
using practical objects, and some children moved 

onto using a number line! We 
are still practising writing 

our numbers 
to 20 and 
counting 
all the way to 50.

The children in Reception 
really enjoyed celebrating 

Chinese New Year, and 
we learnt all about the 
celebration, tried traditional 
foods and even got to 
watch the dancing lions! 
During our workshop we 

were allowed to try on 
the costumes and make as 

much noise as we could! We all 
loved doing that! 

We have had a very 
positive start to 2017.

We continue to work very 
hard as a school to improve our 
teaching of maths.  As a result 
children are showing much more 
enthusiasm in maths lessons.

We are also working towards 
the next stage of the Rights 
Respecting School Award.  This 
involves embedding children’s 
rights throughout the school 
curriculum and making children’s 
rights part of our school ethos.

The School Council have met 
recently to discuss school uniform 
(thank you to those parents who 
responded with their views) and 
how to encourage healthy eating 
in schools.  As a result we have 
designed ‘5 a day’ cards for 
children to record how healthy 
they are being!

We will be welcoming a new 
member of staff after the half 
term break. Mr Abidan Edwards 
will be replacing Lauren Stewart 
as Sports Apprentice and joining 
our PE Team.

Behaviour continues to improve 
with the vast majority of pupils 
following the Chilwell Code and 
Expectations for Learning.

Thank you for your support with 
our work so far this year.

Mr Lambert Headteacher

NEWS



ENGLISH 
In English, we have 
been using the film 

The Snowman to 
generate ideas for 

writing a story. We looked at the 
characters in the story, wrote a letter 

and thought about what the characters 
might say. We then wrote our own version 

of the story, making sure we got it in the 
correct order, using time connectives and 
adjectives to make it interesting. 
MATHS 
In maths we have been looking closely at 
place value using lots of different resources 
and recording using pictures and numbers. 

We learnt about using a clock to tell the time 
to o’clock and half past.
HISTORY 

We have enjoyed learning about local 

heroes in history. We have studied the important people 
from Birmingham who our school houses are named 
after - Benjamin Zephaniah, George Cadbury, Lisa Clayton 
and Denise Lewis. We found out interesting facts about 
each person and did lots of work in groups, improving our 
teamwork skills. We also had an exciting trip to Cadbury 
World to find out more about George Cadbury and we 
looked at the homes he built for his workers in Bournville.
SCIENCE 
Our science work has been all about everyday materials. 
We have looked at the names of different materials 
and described their properties. We also carried out an 
investigation in groups to find out which paper was the 
most absorbent at soaking up water. 
RE 
In RE we thought about our hopes for the future and what 
we aspire to be. We also learned about why Muslims do 
Hajj. We have thought about ways to show courage and 
confidence.

It has been a great half term in Year 1!  

ENGLISH 
This half term we have been learning about leaflets and 
adverts. Having been on a trip to Gulliver’s Land last 
half term, children used this experience to help them 
create their own theme park. As a year group we’ve 
enjoyed writing rhetorical questions such as, ‘Are you 
ready for the ultimate adventure?’ and learning how to 
write exaggerated phrases, using powerful, persuasive 
vocabulary. Children created their own slogans and were 
able to include wordplay, alliteration and rhymes to 
convince people that their theme park was the best.
MATHS 
In Maths we have continued to explore multiplication and 
division with a key focus on times tables. Children are 
becoming much more confident with their times tables 
and having been using a range of Maths equipment 
to support their learning. Additionally children are 
applying their knowledge to multiply and divide much 
larger numbers. Children are beginning to recognise the 
patterns with numbers and apply various strategies to 
help them work out challenging problems.
SCIENCE 
We have been investigating forces and magnets this half 
term, which has been very enjoyable for the children. We 

investigated different forces around 
the school and how they change 
depending on the power that you put 
into them. Using the magnets was 
a particular highlight with children 
learning and using key vocabulary 
such as attract and repel. The children 
then investigated the magnets on different materials 
to see which was magnetic and which was not, with 
children learning that not every metal is magnetic. 
TOPIC 
This half term we have been 
looking at the History of Britain 
from the Bronze Age to the Iron 
Age. Children researched artefacts 
that have been recently discovered 
from this time period. One of the 
exciting things they discovered 
was a huge Iron Age house 
that burnt down and has been 
preserved under a river. They 
have also learnt how people in the Iron Age 
lived and farmed. There have been a few surprises when 
this has been compared to life in the Stone Age and what 
life is like now.

ENGLISH 
In English this half term we have been 
learning about sea creatures as part 
of our English unit on ‘Information 
texts’. We have really enjoyed creating 
questions that we would like to find 
out and collecting information through 

books and the internet. To finish the unit we 
produced an information booklet where we included the 
features of information texts.
SCIENCE 
In science we have been learning all about ‘Materials’. We 
have been identifying different types of materials, their uses 

and what happens 
when forces are 
exerted.  We have 
also investigated what 
materials are best 
to use in nappies 
for absorbency and 
waterproofing.
MATHS 
In Maths we have 
been learning all 
about money. We 
have been looking at different ways 
of making amounts and solving word problems regarding 
change. We have also recently been comparing 2D and 3D 
shapes and their properties.

We have had a brilliant half term in 
year 3, learning exciting new things.



ENGLISH 
This term in English the children have been learning how 
to write an explanation text about their own superhero. 
They really enjoyed watching the film ‘The Incredibles’ to 
help give them ideas. Further to this, they have also found 
it useful reading about other well-known superheroes such 
as, Batman and Superman. We are looking forward to 
reading their final explanation text, which they will write 
over the next couple of weeks. 
MATHS 
This term the children have been learning about fractions 
and decimals. This has involved the use of practical 
resources such as cubes, fraction walls and cutting 
up pieces of fruit to help the children understand how 
fractions work. Within this unit, we have focused on 
finding equivalent fractions, fractions of a number and 
shape, adding and subtracting fractions and tenths 
and hundredths. It has been a challenging unit, but the 
children have worked extremely hard and impressed both 
teachers with the amount of knowledge they have gained. 

HISTORY 
This team the children have been learning about the 
Romans. They have researching in groups using historical 
books and laptops, key leaders during this time. For 
instance, they have found out about Julius Caesar and 
Queen Boudicca and have produced work related to the 
facts they have researched. Also, they have thoroughly 
enjoyed taking part in role play, where they had to act 
out the final speeches given by each leader explaining 
why they wanted to be part of the Roman Empire or not. 
I know that the children have found this History unit very 
interesting and have learned lots of new facts. 
SCIENCE 
We have been investigating Electricity this half term, which 
has been very exciting for the children. We have looked at 
how electricity is produced. The children have also been 
investigating different materials which stops and allows 
electrical current to flow through a circuit, giving them the 
opportunity to see why materials are called conductors 
and insulators. The children then investigated how we  use 
switches to open and close a circuit allowing the lamp to 
be switched on and off, this then moved on to the children 
creating their own switches that were used in their circuits. 
This term the children have thoroughly enjoyed science.  

ENGLISH 
This half term we have been learning about traditional 
stories such as myths and fables. We used the film ‘Percy 
Jackson’ to help us identify language features. We then 
started exploring a variety of myths and fables. We 
particularly enjoyed identifying the morals of the story. 
During this topic, we have included a lot of drama to 
enhance our use of characterisation in our writing. 
MATHS 
This half term in maths we have looked at fractions in 
detail. In particular we have looked at converting fractions 
and problem solving to apply our knowledge. We have 
practised using the correct mathematical terminology and 
have used many practical resources to explore fractions 
further. We have also looked at improper fractions and 
mixed numbers. We then developed our ability to convert 
between the two and apply this to reasoning questions. 
SCIENCE 
In Science we have started our new topic of Life Cycles. 
We enjoyed creating life cycle wheels to demonstrate the 
life cycle of a frog or butterfly visually. During the topic we 
have planned, prepared and carried out an investigation 
to observe the life cycle of a plant. We had to analyse our 
experiment in detail and look at what variables we would 
change if we had to repeat the experiment. 

TOPIC 
In topic we have been learning all about Vikings. We have 
enjoyed being researchers and finding out lots about daily 
life as a Viking. We discovered what they made houses 
from and looked at Viking sagas to make connections 
with our English work. We also enjoyed learning about key 
figures during the Viking period and their different beliefs 
and festivals. 

YEAR 5 It’s been an excellent term in Year 5!
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SCHOOL TERM DATES 2017
Monday 27th February 2017 - Friday 7th April 2017

YEAR 6
We have had a busy half 
term in Year 6 as our SATs 
preparation has intensified 
and the children have 
responded with great focus, 
attitude and determination. 
In English we have been 
undertaking a unit on 
instructional writing; we 
have analysed a range of 
instructional texts deciding 

which were the most effective and which features 
of these were important. We also followed some instructions 

ourselves and made some fantastic white chocolate and Oreo 
cheesecakes as well as cookies and fairy cakes. 
In Maths we have spent a large proportion of the term on 
fractions, learning how to add, subtract, multiply and divide 
fractions as well as ordering, comparing and turning improper 
to mixed numbers. Additionally we have been doing a lot of 
arithmetic practice and it has been great to see the positivity 
from the children as well as some fantastic progress.
Finally, the children have also been taking part in extra PE 
lessons; this is as a reward for the attitude and effort that they 
are putting into their studies.
We would like to thank you for your continued support and look 
forward to seeing further gains made by the children in Year 6.
Mr Byrne, Miss Simmons and Mrs Counihan

SAFER INTERNET DAY (SID) 
TUESDAY 7TH FEBRUARY 2017 
Safer Internet Day is a great opportunity to learn more and connect with 
your family and friends. Get advice, take our quiz, watch films, join the social 
media campaign and help inspire a better internet this Safer Internet Day! 

Why not visit our school website www.chilwellcroft.com under the Parents/
Useful Links tab 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
This term years 1-6 have been studying gymnastics and 
dance, with all years looking at aspects of both. In the month 
of January, the students from Chilwell Croft have represented 
the school in many sporting fixtures and tournaments 
competing against many other schools from the local area. 
Overall there have been five sporting events, a mixture of 
football and basketball. Years 3 and 4 participated in the first 
football tournament, coming 2nd overall. The second football 
tournament included students from years 5 and 6, coming 
1st overall. Basketball was the third tournament of January, 
with girls and boys from year 5 and 6 winning the whole 
tournament. The fourth tournament was girls only football 

tournament with girls from 
year 5 and 6, they came 3rd 
overall in their group. The fifth 
and final fixture of January 
was a 9-a-side football match 
which included boys from years 
5 and 6, the school won our 
game and progressed onto the 
next round. Overall it has been 
a very successful month for the 
school, with there being another 
five tournaments scheduled for 
February. We hope the schools 
success can continue!

CELEBRATING CHINESE NEW YEAR
This was the Year of Fire Rooster starting from 28 January 2017 and lasting to 15 
February 2018. Rooster is the tenth in the 12-year cycle of Chinese zodiac sign.

CHINESE NEW YEAR LUNCH
On Wednesday 25th January the school kitchen staff arranged a special Chinese 
New Year lunch menu for the children and staff.  
This year is the year of the Rooster.  Do you know what animal they will be 
celebrating in 2018?
Many thanks to Rubina and the ladies in our school kitchen for making this lunch a 
day to remember!


