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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
As you know everyone at the school is working hard 
to consolidate our strengths and make the necessary 
improvements. 

We are currently focusing on English, Maths and    
behaviour for learning. This will help us build on the 
results which we achieved in July. These are outlined 
below.  

Key Stage 2 Results 2014 Level 4 and above 

   

  Reading Writing Maths  Reading 
        Writing  
        & Maths 
 
2014  82%  82%  82%  74% 
 
2013  63%  83%  66%  49% 
 
National Av.  89%  85%  85%  79% 

         
 

Key Stage 1 Results 2013/14 Level 2b+  

 
                       Reading Writing Maths  
 
2014  78%  69%  74%   
 
2013  73%  71%  75% 
 
National Av. 79%  67%  78% 
                       

We are very pleased with these results, which show 
strong improvement. In particular the KS2 combined 
Level 4, which is those children achieving Level 4 in 
reading, writing and maths, which has risen from 
49% in 2013 to 74% in 2014. 

Children in the Early Years continue to make good 
progress. 

I’m sure you will want to join me in thanking all staff 
for their continued hard work and commitment. 

I hope you and your family have a good half term 
break.  Thank you once again for all your support as 
the school moves forward. 

 

Nick Lambert                                                      
Headteacher 

 

 

Welcome to our new  
         Library! 

Over the past few weeks our 
library has been having a 
makeover! All our children are 
able to experience our new 
and improved library facilities 
and resources. Mrs Gahir, 
Miss Clyne and Mrs Bibi have 
spent many hours sorting 

through our existing books and adding 
lots of new and exciting titles to our  
collections helped by Mrs Hughes, 
Aston Manor Academy’s Librarian.  
We have researched the books the 
children will enjoy the most and now 

have a larger range of both classic, 
fiction and non-fiction titles.  Our 
aim for the children to take owner-
ship of their library, but most of all, 
enjoy a wide range of reading  
resources to build on their love of 
literature. 



This term the children have settled 
really well into Reception classes. 
They have been learning about how to 
behave in school and they have had 
the opportunity to explore their new 
environment. We have talked about 
ourselves, our 

friends and our families.   
All the children are learning to say and 
write the different sounds in phonics 
lessons and they are given help to 
write each letter correctly. In Maths 
they are learning to count, recognise 
and write numbers. 
 
We are looking forward to next half term and remember to 
help your children with their learning at home.  

Your support helps them to make even quicker  
progress! 

It has been a very exciting 
half term in Year 1!  In  
English, we have been look-
ing at Stories from familiar 
settings and we have used adjectives to write about the 

character descriptions and our own  
stories.  Did you know that Jill Murphy is 
Year 1’s favourite author and we have 
extremely enjoyed reading books written 
by Jill Murphy like ‘Peace at Last’ and 
‘Whatever Next’. 

Our reading areas in 
our classrooms look 
fabulous and  
inviting. It has got a 
variety of books - 
fiction and non-
fiction which have helped us to read for enjoyment.  

 
In maths we have looked at shapes and their 
features and we have been learning to measure using dif-
ferent measures like cubes, hand spans and metres. 
 
We have enjoyed learning about  
Florence Nightingale, ‘The Lady with the 
Lamp’ in our history topic and are very 
glad that she worked to change the dirty 
hospitals to be the lovely clean hospitals 
we see today!  
 
Our science work has been all about 
animals. We have looked at where  
animals live, what they eat and how 
they are similar and different. 

On 8
th
 October, Year 2 went on an  

educational trip to Cadbury World to support  
our learning about George Cadbury. We  
learnt how chocolate is created from coca 
beans, how 

George Cadbury and his  
brother ran the Cadbury  
business and how they made it 
successful in difficult times.  
Did you know that the Cadbury 
brothers built Bournville Village 
for their workers so that they 
could have a better life? 

 

We have also been learning all 
about instructions. We  
explored all of the features of 
instructions and at the end of 
the unit wrote instructions for “How to make rice crispy cakes” – 
it’s been a very exciting half term! 

In Science we  have been finding out all 
about our body and what it needs to stay 
healthy! We have learnt all about the foods 
that we should eat, our heart and the  
important job it does when we exercise.  

 
In Maths we have been applying our knowledge of addition and 
subtraction when solving number problems and we have also 
had lots of fun estimating and  
measuring different objects from around 
our classroom!  
 
In our English lessons we have been 
learning all about stories with familiar 
settings and we wrote our own fantastic 
stories based on the film Toy Story!  

 

SWIMMING—AFTER HALF TERM 

 
Thursday 9:50 – 11:30 am  -   Class 3T 
 
Friday – 2K & 2B 
                           (Each class rotates the times) 

                           First class:       9:10 – 10:45  am 
                           Second class:  9:50 – 11:30  am 
Please can I stress the importance of children attending their 
swimming lessons. Even if your child/ren have a slight cold, 
please ensure that they have their coats, scarf, gloves and hat 
with them as swimming is a requirement from the national  
curriculum.   Thank you for your continued co-operation. 



To encourage the  
children’s independent 
learning, they were 
given the challenge to 
become archaeologists and to dig to find 
treasure. As part of their learning about Anglo

-Saxons the children had to 
use extract clues from the 
evidence found, about the 
kind of person it may have 
belonged to or what it tells us 
about that time in history. 
They thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience and learnt more 
about the Anglo-Saxon 
period.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In English this half term the  
children have been busy writing 
Non-Chronological reports and 
ghost stories. To write a Non-
Chronological report the children 
watched the Alex Rider spy film 
‘Stormbreaker’. This gave them 

lots of ideas for spy gadgets that they could 
create themselves. The children devised some fantastic  
gadgets ranging from Paralysing Perfumes to glasses that 
released missiles from the frames. To gain some ideas for 
ghost stories the children watched some episodes of ‘Are 
You Afraid of the Dark?’ and read a number of ghost stories, 
such as Earthbound, Hallowe’en and The Little Yellow Dog. 
The children planned, drafted, edited and wrote their own 
excellent stories.  
In our Maths lessons the children have revisited the four op-
erations to help them understand the different methods that 
are available to solve problems. The children have played fun 
number games, like ‘Fizzbuzz’ to improve their mental maths 
skills.  They have started a new times tables program that will 

help them to learn all of their tables by 
heart. They have also been learning about 
area and perimeter and using algebra to 
solve number problems. The children have 
worked incredibly hard in Maths during 

this first half term and are developing their skills effectively. 
During Science the children have been studying the  
Circulatory System and how exercise benefits our bodies and 
health. The children have identified how the heart, lungs and 
blood work together to transport oxygen and food to the  
muscles to give us energy  

This term Year 3 have been learn-
ing how to write stories with a  
familiar setting. The children have 
enjoyed reading many different 

books from the author Anthony Browne and 
have explored the fantastic vocabulary he 
uses in his writing. Just recently, the  
children have moved onto writing their own 
non-chronological reports about a country 
that interests them, which links into our  
Geography unit for next term.  
 
All the children have settled really well into 
their new Maths groups for this year. This 

term we have been focusing on methods for addition and 
subtraction, such as the partitioning method and using a 
number line. In addition to this the children have been spend-
ing a lot of time practising times tables, which they are  
getting fairly good at now.  
  
Out History focus for this half term 
was all about The Stone Age. The 
children have explored what life 
was like during this time and the 
different ways that people  
survived. The children have particularly enjoyed using paints 
and pastels to create their own cave paintings and also have 
had a go at making their own pottery using clay.  

  
Year 4 have been studying 
The Roman Empire and 
Julius Caesar, learning 
about his life and how he 
came to rule over Rome. 
They have also been  
looking at Roman art.  

 
In R.E we have been  
looking at living by rules 
and looking at the ways 
different religions do this.  
 

In English we have been 
writing historical stories.  
 
 

In  Maths we have 
been focusing on  
numbers and shapes.  
 



ATTENDANCE 
 

Whole school attendance is a  
FANTASTIC  

95.12%. 
We would like to thank you for your  

continued support in this area. 
 

Every Day Counts! Missing School — Missing Out! 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 
 

Autumn Term 2014 
 

Monday 3 November to Friday 19 December 
Christmas Holiday 2014 

Monday 22 December to Friday 2 January 

 
Teacher Training Day 

Friday 5th December 2014 

 
ASTHMA INHALERS 

 
Can we please remind par-

ents to ensure that they bring 
their child/rens inhalers into 
school. These inhalers are to stay in 

school and need to be clearly marked with your  
child/rens name and class.  

  Thank you. 
 

BREAKFAST CLUB 

 
Can we please remind  

parents and children that 
Breakfast Club starts at  

 

8.00 am 
Some children are arriving far too early!   Should this 
continue, we will have no alternative but to telephone 
parents. Thank you for your continued co-operation. 

 

Just a reminder that the  
children finish school today and 

come back to school on  

 
Monday 3rd November 

2014 
 

Have a great Half Term Break! 

Artist in  
Residence 

Andrew Tims 
 
This term our Artist-in-Residence  
Andrew Tims has been working with 

children from across the school to create artwork in response 
to the books they are reading in class. 
 
Year 1 have been reading stories by 
Jill Murphy - Peace At Last, producing 
collaged prints of the items keeping the 
bear awake and Whatever Next? mak-
ing self portrait block prints of them-
selves in a rocket flying to the moon. 
 
Year 2 have been reading Julia  
Donaldson’s Stick Man amongst other 
stories she has written, and have  
created their own ‘stick people’ using a 
range of collage techniques. 

Year 3 have been reading  
stories by Anthony Browne 
(The Tunnel) and Roald Dahl 
(Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory), producing wonderful 
large scale collages of scary 
forest trees and marvelous 
chocolate machines. 
 
Year 5 have been reading  

Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan and 
creating their own mythical creatures, 
which feature in the story, using  
collaged images of fur, scales, skin and 
other animal body parts. 
 
Year 6 have been reading the Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid series of books by Jeff  
Kinney and produced their own visual 
versions including Diary of a Ticking 
Clock and Diary of the Dry Plant using 
mono-printing and collage. 
 
After the holidays Andrew will be working with Reception and 
Year 4 to continue focusing on creating artwork inspired by 
the books they are reading.  

 

THE CREDIT UNION 
 
Would you like to join the Credit Union?  The 
Credit Union welcomes everyone and is a 
great way for your or your child/ren to save 
their pocket money.  Your money is safe  

because it is regulated by the FSA and the volunteers who 
run the Credit Union have to be approved by the FSA.  You 
can save as little or as much as you like and your savings 
carry free life insurance in most cases.  So why not come 
along and see Monique and Dorothy? They are both in 
school every Thursday morning and will be able to give you 
an application form and tell you more about the scheme. 


