
Dear Parents/Carers
I am pleased to inform you that 
earlier this year we began working 

towards the Rights Respecting Schools 
Award. This is a UNICEF UK programme that 
aims to put children’s rights at the heart of 
schools in the UK.
Our goal is to embed children’s rights in the 
ethos and community of the school to improve 
well-being and develop every child’s talents 
and abilities to their full potential. We have 
set up a staff and pupil steering group which 
Miss Taylor (3T) is leading. Other members of 
our steering group are Miss Byrne and Mrs 
Wallace representing KS1 with Miss Ellis and 
Miss Norwood representing KS2. Mr Cole will 
be representing our mentors and Mrs Gahir the 
parents. Mrs Grover will be the member of the 
senior leadership team on the steering group.
We will also have one child representing each 
year group.
We look forward to informing you of our further 
work and progress towards the award.
We have also welcomed two new members 
of staff, Liam Foxall and Lauren Stewart as 
sports apprentices. They will be supporting Mr 
Pottinger and Mr Bayliss in the delivery of PE 
across the school.
On the subject of PE, can I also remind you to 
make sure you child has their PE kit in school 
on the correct for their class. 
Finally, the children continue to show very 
positive attitudes to learning and behaviour. I 
would like to like all of you for your continued 
support with this.

Mr Lambert Headteacher
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ATTENDANCE
96.16% attendance since 

September 2015.
This is our best ever!  Well done everyone!

Aston Neighbourhood Police Team  Twitter: www.twitter.com/Astonpolice 
If you are a twitter user please consider following us @Astonpolice.  We routinely upload 
information and photographs about what we are doing in the neighbourhood.  It is a fantastic 
way of keeping up to date.  If you require further details, please call 101 ext:  841 6312

RECEPTION
This half term in Reception we have 
had a special visit from the 
Aston Fire Station. We were 
able to try on the fireman 
outfits and use the hose. 
It has been a fantastic 
learning opportunity to 
explore different jobs 
and work with Andrew 
to create work based 
around this topic. We have also 
written letters, and are going to 
visit the Royal Mail Office 
to post our letters home. 

The Reception children and 
their parents have also 
attended workshops with 
Mr Broadfield, where we 
have learnt more about 
phonics, and how to use 
a range of learning tools at 
home.

In Maths we have been 
looking at solving number 
problems, using addition and 
subtraction. 



It has been a great half term in 
Year 1!

ENGLISH 
In English, we 
have been 

using the film The 
Snowman to 

generate ideas for writing a 
story. We looked at the characters in the 
story, wrote a letter and thought about what 

the characters might say. We then wrote our 
own version of the story, making sure we got it in the 

correct order, using time connectives and adjectives to make it 
interesting. 
MATHS 
In maths we have been solving problems involving money, found 
doubles and halves using cubes and counters to help us and 
found half and quarter of shapes and objects. We have also 
been practising our 2 and 10 times tables and have begun to 
learn the 5 times table! 

HISTORY 
We have enjoyed learning about local heroes in history. We 
have studied the important people from Birmingham who 
are school houses are named after - Benjamin Zephaniah, 
George Cadbury, Lisa Clayton and Denise Lewis. We found 
out interesting facts about each person and did lots of work 
in groups, improving our teamwork skills. We also had an 
exciting trip to Cadbury World to find out more about George 
Cadbury and we looked at the homes he built for his workers in 
Bournville.
SCIENCE 
Our science work has been all about everyday 
materials. We have looked the names of 
different materials and described their 
properties. We also carried out an 
investigation in groups to find out which 
paper was the most absorbent at soaking 
up water.
RE 
In RE we thought about listening to others 
and why it is important. We also learned 
about what makes a good friend and 
how to be loyal to your friends.

ENGLISH 
In English this half term we 
have been learning about sea 
creatures as part of our English 

unit on ‘Information texts’. We have 
really enjoyed creating questions 

that we would like to find out and 
collecting information through books 
and the internet. To finish the unit we 
produced an information booklet where 
we included the features of information 
texts.

MATHS 
In Maths this half term we have been 

learning to group and count in 2’s, 5’s, 10’s 
and 3’s. We have also been applying our knowledge of 

odd and even numbers to solve word problems and puzzles 

and sorting odd and even numbers in Carroll diagrams! 
Furthermore, we have worked really hard to gather data 
and represent it in a pictogram. Finally, we have begun 
learning about how to show multiplication in different ways. 
For example through repeated addition, 
number line and through arrays!
SCIENCE 
In science we have been learning 
all about ‘Materials’. We have 
been identifying different types of 
materials, their uses and what 
happens when forces are 
exerted.  We have also 
investigated what happens 
to materials when heated 
and the outcome of putting 
a coat/fabric on an ice cube.

YEAR 3
ENGLISH 

This half term we have been learning about myths and 
legend stories. To explore our understanding we 

looked at a variety of stories including ‘Hercules’ 
and ‘Apollo and the Chimera’. As a class we 
enjoyed exploring the characters through role-
play. We have focused on making our writing 
more exciting by using powerful vocabulary and 

interesting sentence openers. By the end of the unit 
the children understood the structure of myths and 
legends and created a fantastic ending to their own 
stories, with their hero being victorious!

MATHS 
For Maths this half term we have covered many 

areas in year 3. We have analysed graphs and 
pictograms and presented our own data 

by creating our own. We have 
also looked at finding change 

practically as well as 
exploring written methods 
of working out the correct 

change. For the last 3 weeks we have been exploring 
fractions through different representations, comparing 
different fractions and ordering.

SCIENCE 
In Science we have been investigating light. We have 
discovered different light sources and have discussed 
whether they are man-
made or natural. To deepen 
our knowledge of light 
we explored shadows 
throughout the day. We 
carried out an investigation 
by predicting what would 
happen and then discussing 
our findings. 

TOPIC 
This half term we have 
focused on the Bronze Age 
and Iron Age. We began by looking at pictures of different 
artefacts and comparing them to our previous topic, the Stone 
Age. The children also conducted research on a recent Bronze 
Age discovery that was reported in the news. The children 
created their own newspaper report to explain what had 
been found.

We have had a very 
exciting half term in 
year 3.



YEAR 6
ENGLISH 
During the poetry unit the children had a focus of 
Birmingham, where we took the children on a walk around 
the centre and to the library, and asked the children 
to think about describing the city using their 5 senses. 
Children then applied this learning to various poetic devices 
(personification, alliteration, metaphors etc) to compose a 
poem about Birmingham in terms of a jungle. Currently, the 
children are analysing and discussing the return of Voldemort 
in the Harry Potter movies, after an exciting visit to the Harry 
Potter studios in London  and will be writing a front page 
spread about Voldemort’s return and the different views of 
main characters on this. 
MATHS 
The Maths learning of the children has continued to go 
from strength to strength. Working on their number sense; 
looking at the four operations and how to apply this to a 
range of mathematical contexts;  the children have engaged 

in a range of written, oral and practical activities, as well 
as problem solving, in order to demonstrate their fantastic 
knowledge and maths learning.
SCIENCE 
In our Science work we have been studying the 
musculoskeletal system; the children have been learning 
where all the bones are in our body, what 
they are called and why they are 
there. We have also discussed 
why we have muscles; and how 
they work in conjunction with 
the bones to allow our body to 
move. Children demonstrated their 
understanding by placing together 
a full size human skeleton, which they 
thoroughly enjoyed. Children are now 
revisiting their learning of food chains 
and web through Julia Donaldson’s 
Gruffalo story. 
Mr Byrne, Miss Norwood and 
Miss Begum  

YEAR 4 
In year 4 this half term, we 
have been studying:

ENGLISH 
The children have been 
learning how to write poetry 

and letters of complaint. To 
do this the children have 
watched the film ‘Monsters 
Inc’ and then written a 

letter of complaint from the 
main character Sulley. They have been looking at features 
such as paragraph structures, layout, and use of powerful 
vocabulary to convey thoughts and feelings. 
MATHS 
The children have been studying statistics this half term. 
We have been interpreting and constructing bar charts 
and graphs, line graphs, tables and asking and answering 
questions about data that has been given and data that the 
children have collected themselves. The children have found 
this challenging, but fun.
TOPIC 
Our topic this half term has been about Romans and their 

effect on Britain when they invaded two thousand years 
ago. The children have studied real Roman artefacts from 
the Birmingham museum, looked at Boudicca and how she 
opposed the Romans and considered how the Romans have 
left a lasting legacy in this country.
SCIENCE 
The children have been learning about electricity this 
term. They have been finding out about how electricity is 
generated and how it is used for many different appliances 
in our homes. Furthermore, they have been working in 
groups to make simple series circuits and have investigated 
what happens to the brightness of bulbs if they add more 
than one battery or add longer wires. 

YEAR 5
ENGLISH 
In English we have been 
learning how to write choral 
poetry – poems written to 
be performed by more than 
one voice. Children analysed 
several poems to become 
familiar with them, and 
they had great fun creating 
and performing their own 
version of the ‘Mr Moore’ 
poem by David Harmer. 
MATHS 
In Maths, we have further 
developed children’s 

ability to be able to read data presented in tables and line 
graphs. The children have retrieved and interpreted data 
from a wide range of sources, from football league tables 
to scientific investigation results. Children now understand 
the importance of this skill and how it can be applied in 
real-life.
PSHE 
In PSHE, we have further developed 
children’s understanding of their 
impact on the world. We have 
encouraged them to become 
global citizens by thinking 
about how they can help save 
energy and money around 
their home and in school. The 
children generated fantastic 
posters with excellent ideas and 
suggestions to help make the 
world a better place.

In English this half term, year 6 
have been focused on two specific 
genres; poetry and recounts.
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CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS 
This year on Wednesday 27th January and Thursday 28th January, both 
staff and pupils celebrated Chinese New Year, the ‘Year of the Monkey’ with 
a lion dance workshop and a traditional Chinese dinner.
This occasion was a great opportunity to showcase the different nationalities 
of pupils we have at Chilwell Croft and to celebrate their cultures and 
traditions. The pupils had a fantastic time as they joined in the festive 
celebrations by listening to Chinese music, learning the rhythm on the 
traditional lion dance drum and enjoyed making special lion dance steps 
with colourful lion heads.
It was an amazing new cultural experience for all of us!

Welcome 

new staff

On Sunday 17th January 2016 The Friends of Chilwell Croft 
organised a trip for parents and their children to see the 
performance of Birmingham Hippodrome’s spectacular 
pantomime extravaganza Aladdin stars Marti Pellow as 
Abanazar, Julian Clary as Slave of the Ring, Lee Mead as 
Aladdin and Matt Slack as Wishee Washee.
Packed with sensational special effects, a magical 3D flying carpet ride, laugh-out-loud 
comedy, and an Aladdin’s cave of lavish sets and costumes, this year’s pantomime was 
filled everything you could wish for Many thanks to Mark, Rachel, Juliet and Tracey for their 
hard work in making this afternoon so enjoyable.   Did we enjoy it? “Oh yes we did!”

Friends of 
Chilwell Croft

Liam Foxall 
Sports Coach Apprentice

Lauren Stewart 
Sports Coach Apprentice

Shereena Bubb 
Lunchtime Supervisor

Samira Abdi 
Lunchtime Supervisor

Safina Bashir 
Lunchtime Supervisor

CHINESE NEW YEAR LUNCH
On Friday 29th January 2016 the school kitchen staff 
arranged a special Chinese New Year lunch menu for the 
children and staff.  
This year is the year of the Monkey.  Do you know what 
animal they will be celebrating in 2017?
Many thanks to Rubina and the girls in our school kitchen for 
making this lunch a day to remember!
Here are a few snap shots….

To make sure your children are unable to access websites or images that are not suitable for 
their age, try turning ‘Safe Search’ on when the children use Google. Here’s how to do it:

• Visit the Search Settings page.

• In the ‘SafeSearch filters’ section, check or uncheck the box next to ‘Turn on SafeSearch.’

• Click Save at the bottom of the page.

THIS HALF TERM’S E-SAFETY COMPUTING TIP


