
Dear Parents/Carers
As you can see from this newsletter, we’ve 
had another really busy but successful term 

at Chilwell Croft Academy.  Every year group has 
been working hard and showing a positive attitude to 
learning.
As well as all the hard work, we’ve also been having 
some fun!
Thank you to all of you who helped your child with 
World Book Day on Thursday 3rd March.  It was great to 
see the children dressed up.  The staff also managed to 
come dressed as a book character.
We also had a great turnout of parents for our Fair Trade 
Coffee morning on Friday 11th March.  Miss Johnson 
gave a presentation on exactly what ‘Fair Trade’ is all 
about.
On a sadder note, we are very sorry to be saying 
goodbye to Mrs Rawji who will be starting a new job 
after Easter.  We wish her all the very best.
I do hope that you and your family have an enjoyable 
and restful Easter break.
Thank you for your continued support.

Mr Lambert
Headteacher
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ATTENDANCE
96.16% attendance since

September 2015.
This is our best ever!  Well done everyone!

Aston Neighbourhood Police Team  Twitter: www.twitter.com/Astonpolice
If you are a twitter user please consider following us @Astonpolice.  We routinely upload 
information and photographs about what we are doing in the neighbourhood.  It is a fantastic 
way of keeping up to date.  If you require further details, please call 101 ext:  841 6312

RECEPTION
This half term in reception we have had so 
much fun exploring dinosaurs! We have looked 
at where dinosaurs live, what they eat and 
even created our own using junk modelling! As 
the weather is getting warmer we have been 
outside using our new outdoor environment! We 
have an amazing new sandpit to play in along 
with many other resources.

In maths we have been exploring 2d and 3d 
shapes and the properties. The children have 
enjoyed using them to create wonderful pictures 
and models, as well as talk about what they 
look like!

We celebrated Mother’s Day this half term by 
having afternoon tea together! We would like 
to thank all the mums that came and supported 
us, and we hope you all had a lovely day too!

We are encouraging 
the children to write 
independently as 
much as they can at 
home and in school, 
using their phonic 
knowledge to write 
simple sentences. This 
will help to support 
their transition to Year 
One in September.



ENGLISH
We have been learning about ‘Instructions’. We analysed 
the features of instructions and looked at lots of examples 

of instructions in real life. This helped 
us to write instructions clearly, using 
appropriate time connectives and 
imperative (bossy!) verbs. Our favourite 
lesson was when we actually made 
chocolate nests in class which helped 
us to write clear instructions.
MATHS
We have been adding and subtracting 
numbers using partitioning and 
counting on and back to help us. 

We have solved real life problems about measures 
looking at capacity, length and weight and we are getting 
really good at estimating and measuring! 
We have also looked at number sequences using our times 
tables and 100 squares to help us work them out.

GEOGRAPHY
In this half term, we have had a 
journey around the world! We 
looked at different parts of the 
world, particularly rainforests, 
coasts, deserts. We also 
learned about the countries in 
the United Kingdom and our 
city Birmingham.
RE
Our themes in RE this half term were ‘Being fair and just’ and 
‘Belonging’. We looked at how we can be fair and we learned 
about the story of King Solomon where being wise helped him 
to be fair. We talked about how we belong to all different kinds 
of groups and how Christians and Muslims welcome a new 
baby into their religion. 
SCIENCE
During this half term in science we have been investigating the 
strength of different materials by comparing their properties. 
We enjoyed working in our mixed teams to plan, predict, test 
and evaluate our fi ndings when making a house for the three 
little pigs that the wolf would not be able to blow down. 
We had great fun testing if the wolf could blow our houses 
down and it was very diffi cult! 

We have also looked at number sequences using our times 
tables and 100 squares to help us work them out.tables and 100 squares to help us work them out.

ENGLISH
This half term we have been learning about 

information texts. All the children have looked 
at the language features and structure of 

an information text. Children have become 
more confi dent using formal language including 

causal connectives such as, therefore. To focus our 
class writing, we watched ‘March of the Penguins’, a 
famous documentary. We used facts from this to support 
our writing. In order to write independently year 3 went 
on a wonderful trip to Chester zoo. The children were 
able to see a variety of animals and discovered many 
facts about them, which they will incorporate in their 
writing.

MATHS
This half term in maths we have been focusing on 

multiplication and division. We have looked at a variety 
of strategies in order to solve problems. Our methods 
included grid method and number lines as well as 
working problems out mentally. Children have become 
more confi dent recognising the relationship between 
division and multiplication.

SCIENCE
In Science we have fi nished our topic on light. The 
children enjoyed investigating what would happen when 
a light source changed position and moved closer to and 
further away from an object. Our new topic is plants. We 
have been able to dissect fl owers to learn all about the 
different parts and what they do. 

TOPIC
In topic we have been learning all about climate. 
Children have been able to discuss the difference 
between weather and climate and how this is different 
around the world. Children have looked at the different 
climate zones and how the temperatures change in 
different continents. Children have looked at areas such 
as the Sahara desert and the Amazon rainforest and 
how the climate affects the way in which people live 
there.

This half term has been 
great with an exciting trip 
to Chester Zoo!

YEAR 3

of instructions in real life. This helped 
us to write instructions clearly, using 
appropriate time connectives and 
imperative (bossy!) verbs. Our favourite 
lesson was when we actually made 
chocolate nests in class which helped 
us to write clear instructions.
MATHS

We have solved real life problems about measures 

In this half term, we have had a 

ENGLISH
In English we have been learning how to write a story 
based on Julia Donaldson’s Room on the Broom. 

Children have been comparing her stories by identifying similarities and differences 
and writing character descriptions focusing on including interesting adjectives, 
paragraphs, time connectives and speech marks. 
MATHS
In Maths this term we have been learning about identifying fractions of shape and 
fi nding equivalent fractions. Children also enjoyed working with cakes to compare 
and explain which fraction of a cake they would prefer and why. Finally, children 
have worked really hard to fi nd fractions of amounts. E.g ¼ of 44, 1/3 of 12. 
SCIENCE
In science this term we have been investigating and making predictions. Children 
have enjoyed exploring what would happen if you put materials over an ice cube 
and which ice cube would melt the quickest. They have also investigated whether the 
colour from a Smartie comes off faster in fresh water or sugared water.     

It has been a very exciting 
half term in Year 1!  

ENGLISH
This half term we have been learning about 

information texts. All the children have looked 
at the language features and structure of 

an information text. Children have become 
more confi dent using formal language including 
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YEAR 4
In year 4 this half term, 
we have been studying:

ENGLISH
The children have been 

learning how to write 
persuasively. They have used 

the film ‘Dumbo’ as a basis for 
writing about how animals should 

not be kept in circuses and have been trying very 
hard to use different types of  persuasive language.
MATHS
The children have been studying multiplication and 
division this half term. We have been practising our times 
tables every day. The children have been learning written 
methods of multiplication, so that they can multiply larger 
numbers and have been relating multiplication and 
division facts.

TOPIC
Our topic this half term has been rivers and the water 
cycle. Children have been learning how rivers are made 
and how it rains. This will culminate in a trip to do a river 
study next half term.
SCIENCE
The children have been learning 
about sound this term. They have 
been finding out about how our 
ears pick up sound and how 
sound can travel through different 
materials.

YEAR 5
MATHS
This term children have further 
developed their ability to multiply 

and divide mentally, including 
decimal numbers. Children have 

investigated factors, prime numbers 
and can identify square and cube 
numbers.

ENGLISH
The children experienced life as 

journalist. They learnt to write using 
the journalism model of the three C’s- 
concise, correct and clear. They wrote a 
recount about the main events in Brave 
in the style of a newspaper report.  
Children developed their ability to 

write in a concise manner, use powerful 
vocabulary and use direct and indirect speech.

SCIENCE
Our scientists have been learning about plants and the 
functions of their components by dissecting and investigating 
fl owers. 
‘JUST 3 CLICKS’
Children have been given 
a wonderful opportunity 
to explore extreme views 
and the use of social 
media, through drama 
using the fi ctional story 
of a girl called Ailsa. 
The children are half 
way through the seven 
week programme and 
they have astounded 
us with their sense 
of maturity and their 
powerful drama pieces 
to showcase their thoughts and feelings.  We have some 
potential Oscar winners in year 5!

YEAR 4
ENGLISH

The children have been 
learning how to write 

persuasively. They have used 
the film ‘Dumbo’ as a basis for 

division facts.

YEAR 5
MATHS
This term children have further 
developed their ability to multiply 
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been finding out about how our 

sound can travel through different 

YEAR 6
ENGLISH
In this half term, we have been working really hard in Year 
6 preparing the children for SATS. We are putting all our 
focus into reading and grammar skills, which will give them 
solid foundations and skills, easily applicable to the SATS. 
We have been analysing texts in detail, looking for linking 
themes throughout and across genres, looking at locating 
key information as well as inferring what we think may of 

happened based on the information the text gives us.  In 
grammar, we have been learning all the new terms for this 
year, and ensuring that we apply these in our writing so that 
they become embedded in our memory.  

MATHS
The Maths learning of the children 
is continuing to go from strength to 
strength; the children are putting in so 
much hard work with many students 
attending after school booster classes to 
enhance their learning further. Working 
on their geometric understanding; looking 
at angles, area, perimeter, ratio, proportion 
and co-ordinates and how to apply this to a range of 
mathematical contexts; the children have engaged in a range 
of written, oral and practical activities, as well as problem 
solving, in order to demonstrate their fantastic knowledge and 
maths learning.
SCIENCE
In our Science work we have now begun to start preparing the 
children for the Science SATS which we may get selected for 
this year, children are working as whole classes or in groups 
to complete past papers and then marking them as a whole 
class with the teacher fi lling the knowledge gaps as we go 
through, the children have all had workbooks and revision 
guides sent home, please encourage the use of them. 
Thank you Year 6, for your continued enthusiasm and hard 
work.  Mr Byrne, Miss Norwood and Miss Begum  
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World Book Day
3rd March 2016
World Book Day is a huge celebration of reading and here, at Chilwell 
Croft, we love books and on Thursday 3rd March we celebrated this event 
by asking our children and staff to come dress as their favourite book 
character.

We also held a World Book Day Poster Competition and it was lovely to 
see the huge effort the children made pupils made. 
Eventually after a lot of deliberation, thirty winners 
were chosen and received some lovely book prizes 
that were presented in assembly.  

SUMMER TERM 2016
TERM STARTS

Tuesday 12 April 2016

HALF TERM
Monday 30 May 2016 – Friday 3 June 2016

TERM ENDS
Friday 22 July 2016

TEACHER DAY
Monday 11 April 2016

ELECTIONS
Thursday 5 May 1026

Local Council and Police &
Crime Elections

(The school will be open for staff and Year 6 children only)  

THURSDAY 23 JUNE 2016
European Union

Referendum Elections
(The school will be open for staff only)

We also held a World Book Day Poster Competition and it was lovely to 

that were presented in assembly.  


